INTRODUCTION

MATERIALS AND METHODS Animals
Experimental Design
In each age group 20 rats were fed the low protein diet and 20 rats were fed the standard chow. and the elderly rats (P < .0005) in TNF production.
In the protein-deficient-diet groups, also, the young rats differed significantly from the elderly (P < .0005) and the middle-aged rats (P = .015) in TNF production. In each age group, differences between proteinmalnourished and control rats were not statistically significant. In the control diet groups, elderly rats showed significantly less IL-i activity than middle-aged (P < .01) or young rats (P < .01). 
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